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Introduction 
GTSD health, safety, and learning environment protocols follow recommendations provided by the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC), the NJ Department of Health (DOH), the NJ Department of Education (DOE), and requirements 

set forth in NJ Statues, Codes, and Executive Orders.  Protocols are intended to reduce risks to students and staff from SARS-

COV-2 while allowing for fulltime in-person programming. 

Procedures will be updated as information is received from the CDC, NJDOH, NJDOE and as NJ Statutes, Codes and 

Executive Orders are implemented or edited. 

General Health and Safety Guidelines 

Vaccination (revised 9/8/2021) 
In accordance with Executive Order No. 253, all GTSD employees shall be fully vaccinated by October 18, 2021, or submit to 

weekly COVID testing.  Employees include all individuals employed by the Board of Education, both full and part-time, 

including, but not limited to, administrators; teachers; educational support professionals; individuals providing food, custodial, 

and administrative support services; substitute teachers, whether employed directly by the Board of Education or otherwise 

contracted; contractors; providers; and any other individuals performing work in the school district whose job duties require 

them to make regular visits to the school district, including volunteers. Individuals who visit the school district only to provide 

one-time or limited duration repairs, services, or construction are not included. 

Employees are considered “fully vaccinated” for COVID-19 two weeks or more after they have received the second dose in a 

two-dose series or two weeks or more after they have received a single-dose vaccine. Individuals will only be considered fully 

vaccinated after they have received a COVID-19 vaccine that is currently authorized for Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) 

by the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) or the World Health Organization (WHO), or that are approved for 

use by the same. 

Workers who are not fully vaccinated, or for whom vaccination status is unknown, or who have not provided sufficient proof 

of documentation, are considered unvaccinated. 

Employees may provide one of the following to demonstrate proof of full vaccination status: 

1. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) COVID-19 Vaccination Card issued to the vaccine recipient 

by the vaccination site, or an electronic or physical copy of the same; 

2. Official record from the New Jersey Immunization Information System (NJIIS) or other State immunization registry; 

3. A record from a health care provider’s portal/medical record system on official letterhead signed by a licensed 

physician, nurse practitioner, physician's assistant, registered nurse, or pharmacist; 

4. A military immunization or health record from the United States Armed Forces; or 

5. Docket mobile phone application record or any State specific application that produces a digital health record. 

Unvaccinated employees will submit to COVID-19 screening (antigen or molecular) on Mondays and will provide proof of 

COVID-19 test the same day or the next day. Should school be closed on Monday, testing will occur on Tuesday. 

Communication 
The Superintendent of Schools will maintain ongoing communication with the Warren County Health Department, Warren 

County School Districts, and the NJDOE through the Warren County Office.   
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Knowing that SARS-COV-2 may impact certain areas of the region and county differently it is vitally important to maintain 

continued communication with the Warren County Health Department and the NJDOH to ascertain information regarding 

transmission levels at the regional and local levels.  This information will be used to make informed decisions regarding GTSD 

procedures and may necessitate changes to existing protocols. 

The Superintendent of Schools will share information with the Board of Education and convey information to the School 

Community via email communication.  As permitted, the Superintendent of Schools will obtain community input via surveys 

and during Board of Education meetings. 

Masks/Face Coverings (revised March 2, 2022) 
On February 25, 2022, the CDC mandate requiring universal masking on school buses expired.  On March 7, 2022, the state 

mandate requiring in school universal masking will expire.   

Effective March 7, 2022, the GTSD will utilize the COVID-19 CALI and Variant Surveillance Reports published weekly by the 
NJDOH to determine mask use.   

 When the CALI scores are in the low and moderate ranges, masks will be optional for all students and staff.   

 When the CALI scores are in the high and very high ranges, masks will be required for all students and staff while in 

school buildings and on school buses.  

In the event of a school outbreak, school staff and students will be required to wear masks in school and on school buses 

until the outbreak subsides.  School outbreaks are determined in collaboration with the NJDOH.   

Regardless of CALI score and vaccination status, all students and staff who are COVID-19+ and return to school on day 6 

are required to wear face coverings on days 6-10 or remain home through day 10. 

Physical Distancing and Cohorting 
A minimum of 3’ social distancing between students in classrooms and common areas will be maintained.  In classrooms, 

student desks will be organized in rows and face the same direction.  Classrooms include traditional classrooms as well as 

the gymnasium.  Small group seating arrangements may occur intermittently throughout the day to provide an appropriate 

educational setting as needed for student instruction.  6’ social distancing between students and staff will be maintained as 

appropriate.  Students will remain in homeroom cohorts as much as possible with some students cross-cohorting to receive 

appropriate educational services and instruction.  In the cafeteria, students will be seated with cohorts and physically distanced 

to the maximum extent possible.   

Hand Hygiene and Respiratory Etiquette 
Hand sanitizing stations with alcohol-based hand sanitizers (at least 60% alcohol) are located in each classroom, at the entrances and 

exits of buildings, and in bathrooms.  Students’ daily schedules include regular hand washing intervals throughout the school day and 

before eating, after using the bathroom, and after blowing their noses, coughing, and/or sneezing.  When soap and water is not available, 

washing with an alcohol-based sanitizer (at least 60% alcohol) will be used. 

To contain respiratory secretions, all persons with signs and symptoms of a respiratory infection, regardless of presumed cause, are 

instructed to cover the nose/mouth when coughing or sneezing; use tissues to contain respiratory secretions; dispose of tissues in the 

nearest waste receptacle after use; and perform hand hygiene after contact with respiratory secretions and contaminated 

objects/materials. 

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/covid/
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Meals 
School lunches shall be provided to all interested students at no cost via the National School Lunch Program Seamless 

Summer Option for the 2021/22 school year. 

The district contracts with Maschio’s Food Service, Inc. to provide school lunches.  Maschio’s will provide lunches each 

day to those children whose parents complete the online weekly order form by 9:00 am each Monday.   The form will 

be available Friday afternoon through Monday morning giving parents ample opportunity to submit the weekly order.  The 

form and menus are located on the district website > Quick Links > Lunch Menu. 

Transportation (revised March 3, 2022) 

On February 25, 2022, the CDC mandate requiring universal masking on school buses expired.  Effective March 7, 2022, 
the GTSD will utilize the COVID-19 CALI and Variant Surveillance Reports published weekly by the NJDOH to determine 
mask use.   

 When the CALI scores in our region are in the low and moderate ranges, masks will be optional for all students and 

staff.   

 When the CALI scores in our region are in the high and very high ranges, masks will be required for all students 

and staff while in school buildings and on school buses.  

In the event of a school outbreak, school staff and students will be required to wear masks in school and on school buses 

until the outbreak subsides.  School outbreaks are determined in collaboration with the NJDOH.   

Students will board buses from back to front and disembark front to back.  Family members will be seated together. 

To improve air flow, bus windows may be open when weather conditions permit.   

 Cleaning, Disinfecting, and Airflow 

Limited Use of Shared Supplies and Equipment 
District provided educational supplies and equipment may be shared between students in the same cohort and will be cleaned 

and disinfected between use by separate groups of students.   

In the case of physical education, art, and music instruction students will be required to wash hands or use hand sanitizer 

before and after classes.  Supplies and equipment shared during these instructional sessions will be cleaned and disinfected 

between groups.   

Cleaning and Disinfection 

The district has developed a schedule for increased, routine cleaning and disinfection.  The district utilizes EPA-approved products for 

use against the virus that causes COVID-19 and follows the manufacturer’s instructions for all cleaning and disinfection products (e.g., 

concentration, application method and contact time, etc.). Frequently touched areas in schools such as classroom desks and chairs, door 

handles and push plates, bathrooms, light switches, and shared computer keyboards are cleaned and disinfected daily. 

Improving Air Flow 

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/covid/


  
 

Greenwich Township School District, 101 Wyndham Farm Boulevard, Stewartsville, NJ 08886  5 of 8 

 
 

All GTSD facilities have adequate ventilation, including operational heating and risk systems where appropriate.  Recirculated air has a 

fresh air component.   Filter(s) for A/C units are maintained and changed according to manufacturer recommendations. 

Classroom doors may remain open during the school day to increase air flow.  Windows should remain closed as open 

windows interfere with the HVAC system.  To improve air flow on school buses, windows may be open weather permitting.   

Screening, Exclusion, and Response to 

Symptomatic Students and Staff 

COVID-19 Screening 
Parents/Guardians will submit a 2021/22 COVID-19 Self-Certification and Verification Form for each child prior to the 

beginning of the 21/22 SY.  Each staff member will also submit a 2021/22 COVID-19 Self-Certification and Verification 

Form prior to the beginning of the 21/22 SY.  Form submittal is required annually, screening is required each school day. 

When Illness Occurs in the School Setting 
Students and staff members who arrive at school with or develop the following COVID-19 symptoms during the school day will be isolated 

from others in designated isolation spaces identified in both schools: 

 At least TWO of the following symptoms: fever, chills, rigors (shivers), myalgia (muscle aches), headache, sore throat, 

nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, congestion, or runny nose; OR 

 At least ONE of the following symptoms: cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, new olfactory disorder, or new 

taste disorder. 

For students and staff with chronic illness, only new symptoms or symptoms worse than baseline will be used 

to fulfill symptom-based exclusion criteria. 

Student and staff exclusion is based on potential exposure to COVID-19 in the past 14 days and the level of community 

transmission.   

School nurses will notify the Warren County Health Department when students or staff: 

 Display COVID-19 compatible symptoms and have potential COVID-19 exposure; or 

 Realize an increase in the number of persons with COVID-19 compatible symptoms. 

Exclusion Criteria for Ill Students and Staff (revised 1/14/2022) 

ISOLATION for CONFIRMED or SUSPECTED COVID-19 INDIVIDUALS.  The CDC and subsequently the NJDOH reduced 
isolation timelines because the majority of SARS-CoV-2 transmission occurs early in the course of illness, generally in the 1-
2 days prior to onset of symptoms and 2-3 days after.  

 Symptomatic COVID-19+ individuals and symptomatic individuals waiting for test results 

o Stay home and isolate 5 full days (day 0 is the first day of symptoms) 
  If symptoms resolve (i.e. fever-free for 24 hours and other symptoms have improved), return to 

school on day 6.   



  
 

Greenwich Township School District, 101 Wyndham Farm Boulevard, Stewartsville, NJ 08886  6 of 8 

 
 

 If symptoms persist, continue to isolate until fever-free for 24 hours and other symptoms have 
improved 

 Asymptomatic COVID+ individuals 

o Stay home and isolate from other people for 5 full days (day 0 is the day of the positive viral test, not the day 
the result is received) 

o If symptoms develop within one week of the positive test, the 5-day isolation period starts over with day 0 
being the first day of symptoms. 

 Precautions for days 6 - 10 

o Continuous mask-wearing.   
 The district will not accept at-home negative test results. 

Exclusion Criteria for Close Contacts (revised 3/2/2022) 

The NJDOH adopted the revised CDC guidelines to be used in community settings including K-12 schools on January 10, 
2022.  The following guidelines are effective immediately and remain in effect until further notice: 

 Symptomatic individuals regardless of vaccination status should be tested for COVID-19 with a viral test early in the 
course of illness. 

QUARANTINE for ASYMPTOMATIC CLOSE CONTACTS.  If symptoms develop follow the isolation guidelines listed above. 

 The following asymptomatic individuals are NOT required to quarantine 

o Children aged 5-11years who are fully vaccinated and children 12+ years of age who are fully vaccinated 
and boosted, and  

o Persons who had confirmed COVID-19 within the last 90 days (positive viral test) 
 The following asymptomatic individuals ARE required to quarantine 5 days (day 0 is the date of exposure) 

o Persons who are not fully vaccinated and boosted who were exposed outside of the school setting. 
 Precautions for days 6 - 10 

o Continuous mask-wearing if close contact occurred in the home.   
o Monitor for symptoms.  Watch for fever (100.4 degrees F or greater), cough, shortness of breath, or other 

COVID-19 symptoms for 10 days after last close contact.  If symptoms develop, get tested and follow isolation 
requirements. 

Exclusion Criteria for Travelers (revised 3/2/2022) 

Effective March 7, 2022, the GTSD will utilize the COVID-19 CALI and Variant Surveillance Reports published weekly by the 
NJDOH to determine exclusions criteria for travelers.   

 When the CALI scores in our region are in the low and moderate ranges, students and staff who travel beyond NJ, 

DE, NY, and PA will not be excluded from school.   

 When the CALI scores in our region are in the high and very high ranges, unvaccinated students and staff who travel 

beyond NJ, DE, NY, and PA will be excluded from school.  

Close Contacts 

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/covid/
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Per the CDC, close contact is defined as being within 6 feet of someone with suspected or known COVID-19 for 15 or more 

minutes during a 24-hour period.  In certain cases, it may be difficult to determine whether students or staff have met this 

criterion so an entire cohort, classroom, or other group may need to be considered exposed and excluded from school for a 

period of time. 

School nurses and district administration will work in collaboration with the Warren County Department of Health to identify 

and contact close contacts. 

Remote Instruction (revised December 22, 2021) 
Students required to quarantine due to COVID-19 and/or travel will receive asynchronous instruction. Students in grades K-2 

will receive instructional packets to complete while students in grades 3-8 will utilize Google Classroom to access and 

complete assignments. Students are expected to complete and submit assignments during or immediately following 

quarantine. 

Should the entire district be required to close for more than three consecutive days due to a declared emergency, declared 

public health emergency, or a directive and/or recommendation by the appropriate health agency or officer to institute a public 

health-related closure, the district will provide remote instruction commensurate with in-person instruction that will count 

towards the district’s 180-day requirement. The district will provide students in need of devices with Chromebooks and will 

assist families with low-cost Internet services or Hotspots as needed.  Technology surveys were conducted in September to 

determine anticipated needs. 

 The following will occur: 

 Staff Schedules.  Individual staff schedules subject to change. 

Greenwich School 
8:25 am – 12:55 pm Instruction and student supervision 
1:00 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch 
1:30 pm – 2:00 pm Prep 
2:00 pm – 3:05 pm Office Hours for student/parent communication 

    
Stewartsville Middle School 

7:50 am – 12:20 pm Instruction and student supervision 
12:25 pm – 12:55 pm Lunch 
12:55 pm – 1:25 pm Prep 

1:25 pm – 2:30 pm Office Hours for student/parent communication 
  

 Student Schedules. 

Greenwich School (PK – 5) 
8:35 am – 12:55 pm ELA, math, science, social, studies, and Spanish instruction 

12:55 pm Dismissal 
    

Stewartsville Middle School (6 – 8)  
7:50 am – 12:20 pm ELA, math, science, social studies, and Spanish instruction 

 12:20 pm  Dismissal 
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 Direct, synchronous instruction will be provided in ELA, mathematics, science, social studies, and Spanish.  Student 

schedules will be developed.   
 Asynchronous instruction will be provided for health, physical education, art, music, and at SMS 21st Century Life and 

Careers.   
 In the event road conditions are hazardous due to snow/ice, instruction will be delivered remotely. 
 In the event substitutes cannot be located to cover staff absences, the district will deliver instruction remotely. 
 If schools are required to deliver instruction through a fully virtual environment during limited periods throughout the 

school year due to a local or Statewide health emergency, the district will implement a teleinstruction program in 

accordance with P.L. 2020, c.27 and the districts’ Emergency Closure Preparedness Plan as follows: 
o A school day shall consist of not less than four hours and will follow the student’s schedule for the 21/22 

school year. 
o Scheduling will support a combination of synchronous and asynchronous instruction which allows for contact 

time between educators and their students, as well as time for students to engage with their peers. 
o Student attendance will be documented daily. 
o Students with special needs and ELL students will receive instruction in a manner designed to meet their 

individual needs. 

 


